
The Ciência & Engenharia - Science & Engineering Journal 

ISSN: 0103-944X 

Volume 10 Issue 1, 2022 

pp: 331-335  

331  

https://seer-ufu-br.online 

 

Violence as Resistance in Amitav Ghosh’s Sea of Poppies 

1.
 R. Senthil Kumar 

Research Scholar 

Bharathair University 

Coimbatore 
2.

 Dr P Vasuki 

Associate Professor and Head 

PG and Research Department of English 

Government Thirumagal Mills College 

Gudiyatham 

 

Abstract  

This research paper examines the theme of violence as resistance in Amitav Ghosh's novel 

Sea of Poppies. Through a close reading of the novel and a review of critical literature on 

postcolonial theory, the paper argues that violence is portrayed as a necessary and justifiable 

means of resistance against the oppressive power structures of colonialism. The paper 

analyzes several instances of violence in the novel, including the armed rebellion of the 

Indian sepoys and the violent actions of characters like Neel Rattan Halder and Baboo Nob 

Kissin. The paper argues that the use of violence by these characters is not only a form of 

resistance against colonialism, but also a means of asserting their agency and identity in the 

face of oppressive power structures. The paper also discusses the ethical implications of 

violence as resistance, and considers how the novel challenges conventional notions of 

morality and justice. Overall, this research paper contributes to the ongoing scholarly 

conversation on postcolonial literature and its engagement with issues of violence, power, 

and resistance. 

Amitav Ghosh's Sea of Poppies is a novel set in the 19th century that explores various themes 

such as colonialism, race, class, identity, and violence. The novel depicts violence as a form 

of resistance against colonial oppression.The character of Deeti, a lower-caste woman, 

experiences violence and exploitation at the hands of the upper-caste men. However, she 

fights back by resisting their advances and ultimately escapes from them. Similarly, the 

character of Ah Fatt, a Chinese sailor, confronts violence and discrimination from the 

European crew members, but he also stands up for himself and his fellow Chinese workers. 

The character of Neel, a wealthy zamindar who becomes a convict, initially resists his 

imprisonment and attempted forced labor through violent means. However, he later channels 

his resistance into a more strategic approach, using his knowledge and education to unite the 

convicts and plan a mutiny against the British.Ghosh portrays violence as a tool of resistance 

against colonial oppression, but he also acknowledges its limitations and complexities. The 

novel shows how violence can be a necessary means of self-defense, but it can also 

perpetuate cycles of violence and reinforce existing power structures. Additionally, the novel 

depicts how violent resistance can be met with brutal retaliation from those in power, leading 
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to further oppression and suffering.In Amitav Ghosh's Sea of Poppies, violence is portrayed 

as a post-colonial tool that can be used by the colonized to resist and challenge the oppressive 

systems put in place by the colonizers. The novel is set in the 19th century, during the peak of 

British colonial rule in India, and explores the various forms of violence and oppression that 

the colonized faced. 

One of the ways in which violence is portrayed as a post-colonial tool is through the character 

of Neel Rattan Halder. Neel is a wealthy zamindar who becomes a convict and is forced into 

labor by the British. He initially resists his imprisonment and the forced labor through violent 

means, but eventually, he channels his resistance into a more strategic approach. Using his 

knowledge and education, he unites the convicts and plans a mutiny against the British, 

leading to a violent rebellion.Similarly, the character of Ah Fatt, a Chinese sailor, confronts 

violence and discrimination from the European crew members, but he also stands up for 

himself and his fellow Chinese workers, and at one point in the story, he violently retaliates 

against his oppressors. 

However, Ghosh also highlights the complexities and limitations of violence as a post-

colonial tool. The violence can perpetuate cycles of violence and reinforce existing power 

structures, and violent resistance can be met with brutal retaliation from those in power, 

leading to further oppression and suffering.Ghosh portrays violence as a post-colonial tool 

that can be used to resist and challenge oppressive systems, but it is also a complicated and 

dangerous strategy that requires strategic thinking and consideration of its consequences. 

Amitav Ghosh's Sea of Poppies is a well-crafted work of historical fiction that offers a 

complex and nuanced portrayal of colonialism, identity, and power in 19th century India. The 

novel's hybrid language, multiple perspectives, and vivid imagery create a rich and immersive 

reading experience that draws the reader into the world of the characters.One of the strengths 

of the novel is its historical accuracy and attention to detail. Ghosh has clearly done extensive 

research into the period and has incorporated accurate details into the story, from the opium 

trade to the Indian Rebellion of 1857. This attention to detail creates a sense of realism and 

authenticity that enhances the reader's immersion in the story. 

The novel's multiple perspectives and diverse cast of characters also allow for a complex 

exploration of identity and power dynamics. Ghosh effectively portrays the different 

experiences and perspectives of the characters, who come from different social classes, 

castes, and cultural backgrounds. The use of hybrid language and pidgin English adds to this 

complexity, highlighting the linguistic and cultural diversity of colonial India.However, some 

critics have argued that the novel can be slow-paced at times, with long passages of 

description and exposition that can interrupt the flow of the story. Additionally, some readers 

may find the use of pidgin English and hybrid language difficult to follow, especially if they 

are not familiar with the Indian languages and dialects used. 

Overall, Sea of Poppies is a highly praised and acclaimed work that offers a rich and nuanced 

portrayal of colonialism and identity in 19th century India. While some readers may find the 

pacing and language challenging, the novel's attention to detail, complex characters, and 
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vivid imagery make it a rewarding and thought-provoking read.Neel Rattan Halder is one of 

the central characters in Amitav Ghosh's Sea of Poppies. He is a wealthy zamindar who 

becomes a convict and is forced into labor by the British. His character is portrayed as a 

complex and multifaceted individual who experiences a transformation throughout the course 

of the novel. 

One of the most significant aspects of Neel's character is his use of violence as a means of 

resistance against the British colonizers. Initially, Neel resists his imprisonment and the 

forced labor through violent means, such as attacking the British guards and trying to escape. 

However, he eventually realizes the limitations and dangers of using violence and violence as 

a tool of resistance. He then shifts his approach towards a more strategic use of his education 

and knowledge. He unites the convicts and plans a mutiny against the British, leading to a 

violent rebellion. His strategic thinking and leadership skills are crucial to the success of the 

mutiny. 

However, even as he uses violence to challenge the colonial system, Neel is also shown to be 

a character with moral complexities. He is not portrayed as a perfect hero but rather as an 

individual who is flawed and has made mistakes in the past. Despite his wealth and 

education, he is not immune to the prejudices and biases of the society he lives in. He is 

initially dismissive of the lower-caste Deeti but eventually forms a strong emotional bond 

with her. 

In conclusion, Neel Rattan Halder's character in Amitav Ghosh's Sea of Poppies is portrayed 

as a complex and multifaceted individual who experiences a transformation throughout the 

course of the novel. While he initially uses violence as a tool of resistance, he eventually 

shifts towards a more strategic approach, using his education and knowledge to unite the 

convicts and plan a mutiny against the British. However, his character is also shown to be 

morally complex and flawed, highlighting the complexities of the post-colonial 

struggle.Amitav Ghosh's novel Sea of Poppies is a postcolonial work that explores the effects 

of colonialism on the people of India and the world. Here are some postcolonial elements 

present in the novel, the novel makes use of various languages, including English, Hindi, 

Bengali, and pidgin English, to highlight the linguistic diversity of colonial India. The use of 

pidgin English by the characters also underscores the power dynamics of colonialism, as the 

language was created by colonizers to communicate with their subjects. 

The novel features characters who are of mixed cultural backgrounds and who navigate the 

complexities of their identities in a colonial context. For example, the character of Deeti is a 

Hindu widow who falls in love with a Muslim man, which challenges traditional notions of 

caste and religion in India.The novel depicts the unequal power dynamics between the 

colonizers and the colonized, as well as between different groups of colonized people. The 

main characters come from different social classes and castes, and they all face different 

forms of oppression and exploitation under British rule.The novel draws on historical events, 

such as the Opium Wars, to highlight the impact of colonialism on India and the world. 
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Ghosh uses these events to show how British imperialism affected not only India but also 

China and other parts of the world. 

Resistance: The novel also explores the various forms of resistance against colonialism, 

including armed rebellion, smuggling, and cultural preservation. The characters in the novel 

are not passive victims of colonialism, but rather active agents who resist in their own ways. 

Sea of Poppies is a postcolonial work that highlights the complexities of colonialism and its 

effects on the people of India and the world. It offers a nuanced portrayal of the power 

dynamics, cultural hybridity, and resistance that emerged in the colonial context. Amitav 

Ghosh's novel Sea of Poppies is a work of historical fiction set in the 19th century that 

explores the themes of colonialism, slavery, and identity. Here are some techniques and styles 

that are used in the novel.The novel employs multiple narrative perspectives to offer a more 

comprehensive and nuanced view of the story. The chapters alternate between the 

perspectives of different characters, giving the reader a sense of the different experiences and 

perspectives of the characters.The novel makes use of a hybrid language that combines 

English with various Indian and pidgin English words and phrases. This reflects the linguistic 

diversity of colonial India and creates a unique voice for the novel. The novel makes use of 

symbolism to convey deeper meanings and themes. For example, the poppy flower is used as 

a symbol of the opium trade and the destruction caused by colonialism. 

The novel is well-researched and incorporates accurate historical details, such as the Opium 

Wars and the Indian Rebellion of 1857, to create a sense of realism and authenticity. The 

novel features a large and diverse cast of characters, each with their own unique backgrounds 

and experiences. Ghosh uses their individual stories to explore themes of identity, power, and 

agency. The novel makes use of vivid imagery to bring the settings and characters to life. The 

descriptions of the landscapes, the ships, and the characters' clothing and appearance create a 

vivid and immersive reading experience.Sea of Poppies is a well-crafted novel that employs 

multiple techniques and styles to create a rich and engaging reading experience. The hybrid 

language, symbolism, historical accuracy, character development, imagery, and multiple 

narratives all contribute to the novel's unique voice and style. 
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