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Abstract 

The research paper titled "Fissiparous tendencies in Amitav Ghosh's Shadow Lines" 

explores the concept of fissiparity as a key theme in Ghosh's novel. Fissiparity refers to the 

tendency of groups or individuals to split apart or divide into smaller factions. The paper 

examines how this theme is explored through the complex relationships between characters 

from different cultural, national, and linguistic backgrounds in the novel. It delves into the ways 

in which historical and political factors contribute to these fissiparous tendencies and how they 

affect the characters' sense of identity and belonging. Through close textual analysis, the paper 

highlights how Ghosh uses language, narrative structure, and symbolism to convey these 

themes and to offer insights into the complexities of human relationships in a globalized world. 

Overall, the paper offers a nuanced and insightful reading of Ghosh's novel that sheds light on 

the ways in which identity, nationalism, and history intersect to shape our understanding of 

ourselves and the world around. 

In Amitav Ghosh's novel The Shadow Lines fissiparous tendencies refer to the division 

or splitting of groups of people based on differences in nationality, ethnicity, religion, or 

ideology. The novel explores the impact of such tendencies on individuals and families, as well 

as on larger communities and nations. 

The novel is set against the backdrop of historical events that led to the partition of 

India and Pakistan in 1947 and the creation of Bangladesh in 1971. The characters in the novel 

come from different backgrounds and are affected by these events in different ways. For 

example, the narrator's family is divided by the partition, with some members remaining in 

India and others moving to Pakistan. 

The novel also explores the impact of fissiparous tendencies on personal relationships. 

The narrator's friendship with Tridib, a member of his extended family, is strained by their 

differing views on nationalism and identity. Tridib believes in the idea of a universal human 

identity, while the narrator is more rooted in his Indian identity. 

Overall, Ghosh's novel highlights the dangers of fissiparous tendencies and the need for 

greater understanding and tolerance between different groups of people. The novel suggests 

that while differences in nationality, ethnicity, religion, or ideology may exist, they should not 

be used as an excuse for division and conflict. 
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Tridib is a prominent character in Amitav Ghosh's novel "The Shadow Lines." He is a 

member of the narrator's extended family and plays an important role in shaping the narrator's 

worldview. Tridib is portrayed as an intelligent, free-spirited, and worldly young man. He is 

well-read and knowledgeable about history and politics, and he often shares his insights and 

opinions with the narrator. Tridib has a deep curiosity about the world and is always eager to 

explore new places and cultures. Tridib's views on nationalism and identity are an important 

theme in the novel. He believes that there is a universal human identity that transcends national 

and ethnic boundaries. This idea puts him at odds with the more nationalist and parochial views 

of some of the other characters in the novel, including the narrator. 

Tridib also plays a key role in the novel's exploration of memory and history. He tells 

the narrator stories of his travels and his family's history, including their experiences during 

the partition of India and Pakistan. Tridib's stories help the narrator understand the impact of 

historical events on individuals and families. Tridib is a complex character with a tragic fate. 

He dies in a violent incident in Dhaka, Bangladesh, during the 1971 war for independence. His 

death is a profound loss for the narrator, who sees him as a mentor and role model. Tridib's 

legacy lives on in the narrator's memories and in the novel itself, which is a testament to the 

power of storytelling and the importance of understanding and tolerance in a divided world. 

One of the events that occur in the novel is communal riots, which are presented as a tragic 

consequence of communal tensions and the desire for power and control. Tridib is noted for 

his lines . To quote an example, “All she wanted was a middle-class life in which, like the middle 

classes the world over, she would thrive believing in the unity of nationhood and territory, of self-

respect and national power: that was all she wanted-a modern middle-class life, a small thing that history 

has denied her in its fullness and for which she could never forgive it” (SL, 125) 

The novel takes place in India, Bangladesh, and England, and covers a period from the 

1930s to the 1980s. The communal riots in the novel occur in Calcutta during the 1960s, which 

is a time of great political and social unrest in India. The riots are a result of the growing tension 

between Hindus and Muslims, who have been living together in the city for centuries. 

The main characters of the novel are from different religious and cultural backgrounds, 

and they witness the riots and their aftermath in different ways. For some characters, the riots 

bring back memories of the Partition of India in 1947, which led to the mass migration of 

Hindus and Muslims to different parts of the country. For others, the riots are a reminder of the 

ongoing struggle for power between different political and religious groups. 

Throughout the novel, Ghosh presents the communal riots as a tragic and senseless act 

of violence that results in the loss of innocent lives and the destruction of property. He also 

shows how the riots create divisions between people who have lived together peacefully for 

generations, and how they fuel a cycle of revenge and hatred that can last for years. 

In conclusion, the communal riots in The Shadow Lines are a powerful reminder of the 

dangers of communal tensions and the importance of building bridges between different 

communities. They also show how violence can disrupt the lives of ordinary people and leave 

a lasting impact on society. 

The Shadow Lines  is a novel written by Amitav Ghosh that explores various themes 

such as nationalism, identity, history, memory, and the effects of political borders on people's 
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lives. The novel is set in India, Bangladesh, and the UK and spans several decades, from the 

pre-World War II era to the present day. 

While"The Shadow Lines does not have a hidden political agenda, it does offer a critical 

commentary on the impact of political decisions and ideologies on people's lives. The novel 

shows how political borders and the ideologies that underpin them can create divisions and 

conflicts between people who are otherwise connected by shared history, culture, and identity. 

One of the key themes in the novel is the idea of a "shadow line," which refers to the 

imaginary borders that separate people and nations. The novel shows how these lines can be 

arbitrary and meaningless, yet they can have a profound impact on people's lives. The novel 

also explores the ways in which people can challenge and subvert these lines, highlighting the 

potential for resistance and solidarity across borders. Overall, while "The Shadow Lines" is not 

explicitly political, it does offer a nuanced and insightful critique of the ways in which political 

ideologies and borders can shape and limit people's lives. 

The novel explores the tensions between different nationalities, particularly between 

India and Pakistan, and between the Indian community in Calcutta and the British colonial 

rulers. One of the major nationalist tensions in the novel is the conflict between India and 

Pakistan, which is shown through the character of Tridib, who is a Bengali from Calcutta and 

is obsessed with the idea of a united Bengal. Tridib is deeply disturbed by the partition of India 

and the creation of Pakistan, which he sees as a betrayal of the idea of a united Bengal. He 

travels to Dhaka, the capital of East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), and witnesses the violent riots 

that break out between the Bengali and Urdu-speaking communities. 

Another nationalist tension in the novel is the conflict between the Indian community 

in Calcutta and the British colonial rulers. The novel is set in the years leading up to India's 

independence from British rule, and it portrays the complex relationship between the colonized 

and the colonizer. The character of Ila's grandfather, for example, is deeply resentful of the 

British and is determined to assert his Indian identity in the face of colonial oppression. 

The main character of the novel states that, “But if there aren’t any trenches or 

anything, how are people to know? I mean, where’s the difference then? And if there’s no 

difference both sides will be the same; it’ll be just like it used to before, when we used to 

catch a train in Dhaka and get off in Calcutta the next day without anybody stopping us. What 

was it all for then –partition and all the killing and everything –if there isn’t something in 

between?” (151).  

In addition, the novel explores the tensions between different ethnic and religious 

communities in India, particularly between Hindus and Muslims. The character of May, for 

example, is a Muslim who feels caught between her loyalty to her family and her desire to be 

accepted by the predominantly Hindu community in Calcutta. 

Overall, The Shadow Lines is a powerful exploration of the complex nationalist tensions 

that have shaped India's history, and it offers a nuanced portrayal of the challenges of 

navigating identity in a deeply divided society. 
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